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successor; but Adam Ferguson was almost always
missing. "Christopher North" was pretty con-
stant, Chalmers attended several times, and
Hamilton too, when he was in the chair of
History, for in the later years both of Chalmers
and Hamilton the " Symposium " was dormant. In
its later and golden age all professors were sym-
posiasts, and most of them shared in the festival.

In that "golden age" differences were for-
gotten, and in my memory the story through-
out brings back times of joy. The minute for
January 1860 records that as " a peculiarly
joyous" festival, "being the first which had taken
place since the University received an inde-
pendent constitution; that glorious event having
occurred on the 15th of October 1859, at which
date the Ordinances came into operation." In
the following April the symposiasts dined in
the Physicians' Hall, to entertain "the Eight
Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, who in the forenoon had been installed
as Eector of the University/' and "who re-
sponded to the toast of his health in an eloquent
speech." On the 18th of the next month we
again dined in the Hopetoun Eooms, to en-
tertain "Lord Brougham, who was that day in-nditor.hey resolved the chair off theburgh University. They saw the " Town's
